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EU-Interest in Science

• Human Ressources (MC-Program)

• Secure high standards of living in EU

• Competitiveness of industry requires

– Research Investment

– Qualified Scientists



What is a career in science

• Career in academia or in a governmental 

or industrial research institution

• Permanent position

• Less general

– Independence

– Support and research environment



Why would you consider a career 

in science

• You do not want to get rich (fast)

• You have strong interest (fun) in science

• You value independence (and teaching)

• You have enough self confidence to meet 

competition

• You are patient and can cope with 

frustration



How do you qualify

• Academic education and advanced degree

• Special additional national requirements

• International visibility and expertise

• Publications (reviewed journals, single or 

leading author)

• Invited conference papers

• Honors, awards, and personality



How to conduct independent 

research

• Attract funding

– Write successful proposals

– Make international contacts

• Find adequate host institution (expertise, 

recognition, equipment)

• Find strong promoter of your career



Helpful steps 1

• Extended stay in foreign countries

• Extended stay at renowned institutions

• Working with distinguished scientists 

(recommendations, awards, contacts,…)

• Picking attractive and timely research topic

(be careful not to jump on a band waggon)

• Establish international network of contacts



Helpful steps 2

• Write first author or single author paper

• Compete for prizes and awards

• Apply for special programs for young 

scientists (Emmy-Noether, Young 

Scientists Programs)







Entitled for this program are young researchers working in the 

field of MSE who got a Doctorate of a European University 

after 2006 or will get this title in 2008 or 2009 Applications 

should include:

o a concise description of the project 

o a letter of acceptance of a German institute

o a detailed CV of the candidate with a list of publications

o two recommendation letters

They are to be sent before October 1st, 2008

by mail: BV MatWerk - European Young Scientists

BAM, Dept. V

12200 Berlin

by e-mail: matwerk@bam.de

Research grants for young European

Materials Scientists and Engineers

for a stay in a German institute

The German Federation of Materials Science and 

Engineering (BV MatWerk) and the German Research 

Association (DFG) call for applications of young researchers 

aiming at a 12 month stay in a German institute.



Helpful steps 2

• Write first author or single author paper

• Compete for prizes and awards

• Apply for special programs for young 

scientists (Emmy-Noether, Young 

Scientists Programs)

• Be aware of what your employer expects


